Newsletter
No. 64

February 2021

FTA hopes that all our members and friends are staying safe and
keeping themselves well during this pandemic

ONE MORE FARNHAM THEATRE BOOK!

Farnham’s earlier Theatre history
Our first book, A Tale of Two Theatres, told by those who knew Farnham’s
Castle and Redgrave Theatres has been very well received as witnessed by
many reviews, of which here are just two:
A Tale of Two Theatres … – what a fascinating read. So many contributions from
people whose lives were enriched by connections with the Castle and Redgrave
Theatres; you have made certain that Farnham’s theatrical history is kept alive in
people’s minds. Your brilliant book gives a lively history of the two theatres and
shows just how far-reaching are their influences for good. PJ
This book is a joy both to dip into or to read from cover to cover for the story of the
development of the theatres and their varied fortunes and personalities is utterly
fascinating. SW

We have all been delighted by the continuing response to the book and confirm
that it is very much available through lockdown from sales@farnhamtheatre.co.uk
even if the regular outlets, Waterstone’s, Pullingers and the Museum of Farnham
are having to be necessarily closed.
However, lockdowns have given opportunities for more research into Farnham’s
history of theatre and this has resulted in another publication for the archives. FTA
is delighted to announce a new illustrated booklet, Theatre in Farnham: at
Church House between the Wars. This covers the pre-war period and involves a
company called The Church House Players. Although these actors were amateurs
they were led by a professional who had contact with some of the most famous
names in the theatre of the day.
The story of theatre at Church House has been culled from an old photo album,
once the property of local artist, Marshall Barnes, who went on to become the
scenic designer at the Castle Theatre. The story will interest anyone familiar with
theatre, either amateur or professional, and also anyone interested in Farnham’s
social history. The booklet reveals a glimpse of life in the 1920-30s and there are
references to names which are still familiar in the town today.
We are indebted to the family of local historian, the late Jean Parratt for the donation of the photograph album, which Jean had acquired but had not had time to
research. The album has relevance to the history of Farnham’s two renowned
professional venues, The Castle Theatre and the later Redgrave Theatre. Performances at Church House between the Wars had attracted local residents to high
quality theatre and provided audiences and a workforce, ready to welcome the
arrival of The English Classical Players at The Farnham Playhouse in 1939, which
evolved into the Farnham Repertory Company at The Castle Theatre and then to
The Redgrave in 1974.
The booklet, Theatre in Farnham: at Church House between the Wars may be
purchased for £4.99 direct from sales@farnhamtheatre.co.uk plus £1.00 for postage. Pay by BACS? Please see details in the red box. We hope that the book will
also be available from Pullingers, Waterstones and the Museum of Farnham, once
they are able to reopen.
A Tale of Two Theatres: told by those who knew Farnham’s Castle and Redgrave Theatres is also available at these shops at £15.99 or posted from
sales@farnhamtheatre.co.uk at £17.99. Any proceeds from book sales will go towards archiving and maintenance of FTA’s theatre collections, which are now
housed at St. Marks Church, Upper Hale. Both publications bought together from
FTA will be £21.99 postage free.

Save £1.91! Buy both publications together from FTA and
you only pay £21.99 postage
free.

Pay via BACS to sort code 60-08
-15; account no. 59103205.
Please provide a reference to
your name so that payments can
be identified. And email us to
advise your address. Like to pay
by Cheque – please see p4.

fund. These were left by the artist at
the theatre in 1998.
We have already sold several
prints of the Greek Islands and the
USA, and these funds will now go to
the maintenance of the theatre
archives.
Apart from being a distinguished
Among some remaining duplihead of BBC Radio 3 Drama and
cates, we have a collection of Thai
theatre director, Guy Vaesen was an prints available and all are priced
artist whose work was displayed
between £10.00 and £20,00 each.
internationally.
All prints are signed, dated and
He was also a friend of Harold
numbered by the artist.
Pinter and once lived near Alresford.
It was at this time that he donated
For more information please contact:
work for the ‘Save the Redgrave’
anne.cooper@farnhamtheatre.co.uk

An opportunity to purchase
GUY
individual Guy Vaesen silk
VAESEN screen prints and help raise
funds for the theatre
archives.

Summertime, Thailand

Greenwich Village, New York

Theatre Archive news
We are delighted to report that our
archivists, Peter Hunter and Chris
Reeks have successfully moved the

Folegrandos Square, Greek Islands

collections from premises owned by
Michael Blower to a new location that
offers more space to both accommodate and research them. This is within the basement of St. Marks Church,
Upper Hale, Farnham.
Our thanks once again to Michael
Blower for his generous help in this
regard and also to Stella Wiseman
for providing the suitable space for
us.
Of course, we repeat our gratitude to
Chris and Peter for their invaluable
work

Chris Reeks with the bust of
Sir Michael Redgrave

St. Marks Church, Upper Hale

STOP PRESS 17 May

WELCOME!
And while we are mentioning
Peter Hunter let’s take this
opportunity to cheer him on as
a new Director of FTA.

Welcome!
Peter Hunter at Salisbury Playhouse
(Photo by Robert Workman)

Just announced iwithin the Government’s
new roadmap out of lockdown is the key
date of 17 May—at least it will not be
earlier—for theatres to reopen although
indoors, they must be limited to 1,000
people or half the capacity, (whichever is
the lower). But that is so promising!

Astrea is born!
Congratulations to our Director,
Abigail McKern who is now producing
two new film projects through her
company Astrea Productions, as well
as developing more of her video
poetry commissions.
As with so many actors, during these
very lean times for theatre, it became
necessary to divert into new enterprises and she has done just that,
with remarkable success.
Abigail always had a keen photographer’s eye and is using that with
her new learned skills to produce
memorable video sequences accompanied by appropriate music coupled
with the spoken word from selected
poems.
To look at Abigail’s poetry videos go to:
Youtube: Abigail McKern - Walking With
Poetry
Facebook: Abigail McKern Walking With
Poetry
website: www.walkingwithpoetry.co.uk
Abi tells us that she is an executive
producer for MERMAN and is acting in the
SWIM film.
Our congratulations again and best
wishes for these productions.

FARNHAM IS UNDERGOING GREAT CHANGES
First, there is the Farnham Infrastructure Programme which is out for
consultation. This is looking at ways of improving the roads and
traffic situation and for making the town more ‘user friendly’.
The Brightwells development looms over the east side of the town,
with an opening date moved now into September. The town is very
concerned about the large number of shops being built which still
have only two takers: M & S Food and its linked clothing supplier,
SeaSalt. The eight restaurants planned have none, as its only one
remaining, Ask Italian has recently gone into liquidation.
The Town Council and the Farnham Society are looking into the
possibility of a Plan B, if the opportunity arises for a rethink. It seems
that the dominant idea is for a community and craft based theme. Disappointingly, there is no loud voice in either organisation asking for a
theatre – despite all our efforts and those of a professional company
who wanted to take on The Redgrave (too late to stop the demolition).

Covid snaps shut the Mousetrap!
We had thought that last year The Mousetrap would be happily running
in London with Farnham’s own Brenda Longman in the cast but that
proved not to be as the lockdown has kiboshed that plan, most unfortunately. We have not yet heard when it might open.

SAD NEWS

Brian E Cook

We are sad to report the passing of
Brian E. Cook as a stalwart of The
Castle Theatre in the sixties. Having
studied at RADA, Brian’s first appearance at the Castle was as Danny in
Emlyn Williams Night Must Fall for
George Harland in1960. He went on to
appear in many productions notably
Uncle Vanya, Five Finger Exercise,
Bachelors are Bold and Seagulls over
Sorrento alongside its author Hugh
Hastings. In between appearances in
Farnham, Brian ran successful repertory seasons in Ventnor and the Connaught Theatre, Worthing and worked for
The British Council. He regularly returned to the Castle as

actor, director and writer. In 1963 he appeared in and cowrote the revue Castles in the Air, and in 1965 directed
Trap for a Lonely Man and Come Blow your Horn. In 1968
Brian became the first Head of Drama at ArtsEd, a post he
held for 10 years.
In 1979 he entered the Church and for 15 years was Vicar
of Liss.
The Stage relates that after retiring he returned to performing in the theatre and was seen most recently on London’s
fringe circuit in Arthur Wing Pinero’s Trelawny of the Wells,
and as an admired Sir Peter Teazle in Sheridan’s The
School for Scandal.
Brian retired with his actress wife Yvette Byrne (who appeared many times at both the Castle and Redgrave) to
Bognor and died peacefully on August 3rd.

Our grateful thanks to Chris Reeks for contributing this
obituary.

Evangeline Evans
Chris also lets us know that the actress
Evangeline Evans, who died recently,
had her first professional engagement
as an actor at the Castle Theatre.
There she met and married Tenniel
Evans and they married in 1953.

Frances Kirby
We are also sad to report the passing away
of Frances Kirby who was much loved in this
area for her unfailing enthusiasm for all
things theatre, in particular her ability to
locate props, often sourcing the idiosyncratic
and the obscure and from unexpected locations.

She was a regular with many groups including Farnham Rep, Farnham Shakespeare Company, Tilbourne Players and
more.
Frances often worked as assistant to the
Director and was a regular face at so many
rehearsals and productions around the town.
She will be much missed.

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEE?

Please ensure you have helped your
FTA to continue in whatever ways it
can to boost and encourage theatre,
both professional and amateur in
Farnham.
These fees become due at the end of
March so if you haven’t yet paid, your
action now would be so much appreciated.

Membership charges remain unchanged:

Single person £10
Family £20
Group £20
Corporate by negotiation

Please send cheques payable to Farnham Theatre Association Ltd. to: Joe
Michel, Temporary Treasurer, c/o 4
Nutshell Lane, Upper Hale, Farnham,
Surrey GU9 0HG.
Or transfer by BACS. See foot of page
1 for Sort Code and Account Number.
Ensure you provide a reference to your
name so that we can identify payments. Thank you.
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