Tory mismanagement of
services for vulnerable children
Conservative-controlled Surrey
recently received a dire Ofsted
report into the County Council
Children’s Services Department,
reports Lib Dem Cllr. Penny Rivers.
She commented, “This was a
terrible record of failure to
properly protect vulnerable
children across the County.”

Newly appointed Lib Dem leader
Cllr. Chris Botten, a member of
the Children’s Select Committee,
will be ensuring that the Tories
implement every
recommendation.
Nothing should compromise the
safety of children in Surrey.

Lib Dems force action on empty houses
Meanwhile, the Liberal Democrats in Parliament have got the Government to
give Councils new council tax powers to encourage people to rent out or sell
their empty homes, in order to help with the housing crisis. The longer a
property is left empty, the more council tax will have to be paid.

Local Parking action
Local Lib Dem Cllr Penny Rivers’
email bag is full of problems with
road surfaces, parking and
overgrown paths and roads, many of
which she has successfully resolved.
However, surprisingly, no roads at all
in her ward, Godalming North, were
chosen for inclusion on the Winter
Maintenance list! Cllr. Rivers is
challenging this on behalf of local
residents.
If parking is bad in your area, please
do contact one of the Lib Dem
Councillors listed here and let us
know.
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Facebook: OlliePurkissGodalming

info@WaverleyLibDems.org.uk
www.WaverleyLibDems.org.uk
/waverleyliberaldemocrats
@waverleylibdems

Working with local parents
to save Godalming school
Liberal Democrats believe that a proper education for every child is one
of the most important things our society can do. In the General Election
campaign and the recent by-elections we pledged to defend our local
schools against Conservative cuts - and that’s exactly what we did in
Godalming with Green Oak School.
Local Liberal Democrat Councillors Penny
Rivers, Paul Follows and Ollie Purkiss,
worked closely with the Green Oak Parents
Teachers Association to successfully fight
the decision to close the school, from the
moment it was announced. We took the
argument to the Tory-controlled Surrey
County Council, to the Diocese, and even
went with parents to the Department for
Education to make our case.
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Deeds, not words make the difference. We worked to find viable
solutions and took action. Green Oak is now staying open and has
recently received a positive OFSTED report - a fantastic recognition of
the hard work of the teaching staff and a validation of our campaign to
keep the school open. A huge achievement for the local community.
We will always fight cuts to education in Waverley because we believe
that all children have the right to a proper education and that teachers
should get the resources and support they need to deliver it.
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Lib Dems just miss in Farnham Castle Ward,
Conservative-run Waverley Council loses millions
of infrastructure funds from housing developments following win in Godalming Central and Ockford
When permission for large new
housing developments is given,
developers are required to help pay
for the infrastructure the homes
need – everything from highways
and footpaths to school places and
leisure facilities.
Incompetence from Waverley and
Surrey Conservatives led to the loss
of £380,000 (1/3 of total available)
when the Farnham Hopfields
development was approved –
money added to developer profits.
Unbelievably, this included nothing
being provided for additional
primary schools, when £200,000
had been allocated for them.
And there is more Conservative
mismanagement. The
government changed the system
for developer infrastructure

contributions – but not until local
authorities have an agreed Local
Plan. The new system provides far
more money for infrastructure
(typically £40,000 per house rather
than £13,000). Waverley’s failure
over 10 years to get an agreed local
plan has cost our community
MILLIONS in lower infrastructure
funds from developers.
And finally, the process for
deciding how these millions are
spent is totally inadequate, with
requests from communities ignored
and Council officers making
project proposals at the last minute
to Councillor planning meetings.
Liberal Democrats will ensure a
proper review of project proposals,
and public involvement in these
decisions.

Tory Councillors give themselves a pay rise
Tory councillors at County Hall are delivering £196m in cuts to services.
Meanwhile their new investment portfolio, worth over £300m (with
65% invested outside Surrey) has delivered a meagre return of just 1%
in another sign of the Tory mismanagement of Council finances. This
has been reinvested rather than used to support cash-starved county
council services as agreed. Yet, this did not stop Surrey’s
Conservative Councillors awarding themselves a pay rise.

May saw a by-election in
Farnham's Castle Ward for a seat
on Waverley Borough and
Farnham Town Councils. The Lib
Dem candidate Jo Aylwin is well
known in the town for her
championing of the Bishop's
Meadow Trust and the 'Otter
Way' community art initiative.
She has also been campaigning
for a 20 mph speed limit outside
the local primary school. The
seat was previously held by a
councillor elected on the
'Farnham Residents' platform
who had resigned following his
decision to relocate.
CAMPAIGN FOR EDUCATION,
BETTER AIR QUALITY
& MORE HOUSING
Jo campaigned on more
affordable housing, ensuring
there are more facilities when
new houses are built, and
protecting local schools. The Lib
Dems came within 16 votes of
capturing the Borough Council
seat and were the only party to
increase its share of the vote
since the last election.

This follows the Liberal Democrat
win in Central and Ockford last
December, where Cllr Paul
Follows won both the Waverley
Borough and Godalming Town
Council by-elections.
This bodes well for the local
council elections next May, and
again shows that the Lib Dems
offer a real alternative to a Toryrun Waverley Council, as they are
fighting for local people across
the Borough.

