
IT WAS a red letter day in
Camelsdale at the official
opening of the community’s
first post office, hosted by
Arnolds Garage, last Friday.

Lynchmere Parish Coun-
cil chairman Sylvia McCal-
lum cut the ribbon with the
help of Camelsdale Primary
School chairman of gover-
nors Jan Ahern and four
year five house captains.

Guests were treated to
bubbly and a special cele-
bration cake made by staff
member Ruth McCann, and
customers throughout the
day were presented with
goodie bags donated by

Booker Group’s Premier
Stores, Bosch Car Service
and Murco Petroleum. They
could also try their luck in a
raffle.

Peter Tilson, who owns
the family business with his
wife Carolyn – and whose
daughter Chantelle is post-
mistress – said: “A huge
thank-you to all our cus-
tomers, our really wonderful
team of staff, our great sup-
pliers, many of whom are
local, and to my family.

“You are all very much
appreciated and have en-
abled this business to build
its success.

“Thank you also to Sylvia
McCallum for cutting the
ribbon for the opening of
the post office and for all the
support we have had from
the local community.

Mrs McCallum added:
“This new post office at
Arnolds Garage is great
news for the local commu-
nity. It will provide all the
main postal and banking
services which people need
regularly at a location con-
venient to them and will be
open for more than 100
hours a week.

“This will be a tremen-
dous help, especially for

those who find it more diffi-
cult to get into Haslemere or
other main town centres. 

“I am very grateful to the
Tilson family for taking on
this new branch. I am sure
this new facility will be
much appreciated locally.”

The opening hours are
Sunday, Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday
from 7am to 9.30pm and
Friday and Saturday from
7am to 10pm.

�More pictures on p14.
�Haslemere will shortly

benefit from two more post
office openings. Beacon
Hill Post Office closes at

5.30pm on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 13, when postmaster
Clive Bingle retires. 

But it will reopens at 1pm
on Valentine’s Day, hosted
by the village’s new Simply
Fresh convenience store
which is also launching on

Wednesday, February 14,
The eagerly awaited re-

opening of Lion Green Post
Office, at Haslewey Centre,
has been set for Tuesday,
March 20. The two-counter
‘Local Plus’ branch will be
open 8.30am-6pm (Mon-Fri).

LIFT off for 2,600 new
homes at Dunsfold Aero-
drome was granted by Wa-
verley’s Local Plan
examination inspector
Jonathan Bore last week,
when he agreed it was a
suitable allocation.

But it’s still up in the air,
until the decision is taken on
outline plans for 1,800
houses at Dunsfold Park are
decided at appeal. 

The decision has been
promised by March 15 – but
objectors fear it’s a foregone
conclusion that it will be
granted, given the Govern-
ment’s push for more hous-
ing.

Mr Bore said: “The allo-
cation at Dunsfold Aero-
drome is a key part of the
sustainable growth strategy
for the borough. It provides
an excellent opportunity to
meet a significant part of the
housing needs, including af-
fordable housing, on a
brownfield site.

“The Dunsfold Aero-
drome allocation is essential
not only to relieve pressure
on greenfield land but to en-
sure the delivery of suffi-
cient housing to meet
Waverley’s needs.” 

The borough’s Local Plan
part one has been found to
be sound but it comes at a
cost – it will only be
adopted if Waverley agrees
to increase the number of
houses it builds annually
from 519 to 590, along with
changes in green belt policy
and a new design scheme
for Dunsfold Aerodrome.

Waverley’s full council
will be asked to accept the
modifications and formally
adopt the plan at its next
meeting on February 20.

Condemning the report’s
findings, Protect Our Wa-
verley campaign group
chairman Bob Lees said:
“Jonathan Bore has sur-
prised no one by the conclu-
sions reached in his report. 

“He has not wavered
from the position he took
during the public examina-
tion last summer, when he
unjustifiably ‘talked up’ the
housing-need target to the
unsustainable level of 590
dwellings per year.

“Waverley Borough
Council, to their detriment
and shame, did not chal-
lenge that at the time or sub-
sequently, and the result is a
plan which blights every
part of the borough.

“Once again, local opin-
ion has been ridden
roughshod over and ignored
and the most unsustainable
site for development,
Dunsfold Aerodrome, has
been elevated to almost
‘holy grail’ status.”

Waverley’s portfolio
holder for planning Chris
Storey said: “Having an
adopted Local Plan gives us
greater power to fend off
unsuitable speculative de-
velopments. I hope council-
lors will agree to adopt the
plan with the necessary
modifications.”

Haslemere’s allocation
for housing until 2032 is
890 homes, Chiddingfold
needs to build 130 and Mil-
ford and Witley have a com-
bined housing target of 480.

Farnham, which sees its
housing target increased
from 2,330 to 2,780, has
urged that Dunsfold’s allo-
cation is increased and Wit-
ley parish, which includes
Milford, should also build
more to ease the pressure on
the town because there are
two mainline stations in the
patch.

Waverley has not yet
identified where the addi-
tional 450 homes in Farn-
ham will be located, and
councillors are concerned
the modifications requested
will undermine its Neigh-
bourhood Plan, which was
only officially adopted on
July 28.

Witley Neighbourhood

Plan is in the making, and
its steering group also fear
‘false promises’ have been
made by Waverley about
where the 480 new homes
can be built.

In Local Plan part one,
surplus land at Milford Golf
Club is allocated as a
‘strategic’ site for 180
houses, but it is in the green
belt. Mr Bore has requested
it be removed to help meet
housing targets. 

But the land is the subject
of a restrictive covenant
owned by adjoining house-
holders who are determined
to prevent a major develop-
ment on their doorstep.

The historic covenant al-
lows some development, but
not on such a large scale. It
stipulates “one detached
dwelling house to the acre
with one lodge and one cot-
tage suitable for and in-
tended for occupation by a
gardener, chauffeur or other
employee of the occupier of
the said dwelling house”.

Witley Neighbourhood
Plan steering group also
fears Waverley will not be
able find the necessary Suit-
able Alternative Natural
Greenspace (SANG) for the
green belt sites it proposes
for new homes.

The group has queried
why a proposal by Milford
company Secretts to build
200 houses at Hurst Farm –
which is partly brownfield
comes complete with a
SANG, and received the
most support from resi-
dents, – was left off the
shortlist of suitable sites.
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Dunsfold’s
given the
green light

PAY-and-display parking at
Wey Hill’s free fairground
car park moved closer when
Waverley executive backed
plans to deregister the area
as common land, on Tues-
day night.

But members were
warned relying on a “rub-
bish” site owned by Waver-
ley across the railway line at
Sun Brow as a suitable swop
for loss of common land,
was “a joke”.

Councillor David Round
urged the executive to defer
the de-registration applica-
tion to the Secretary of State
and consult with residents
first. He said: “Waverley
tried this six years ago and
met a lot of public resistance
and shelved it. We should
wait for Haslemere’s neigh-

bourhood plan. There are
suggestions the site could be
developed into an eye-
catching multi-use develop-
ment with parking
underneath. Let’s see if res-
idents want that to happen.

“Waverley will have to be
careful it doesn’t become a
laughing stock with the land
swop. It’s partly used as a
tip and it’s plainly not
equivalent. 

“You need mountaineer-
ing skills to get on it, it’s so
steep. Frankly, it’s a joke.”

Executive members
agreed, however, the time
had come to “regularise” the
site, and de-registering it as
common land and making it
pay and display, would not
preclude a more ambitious
development in the future.

In 2012, a similar plan
triggered a storm of protest.
A public inquiry was due to
be held after more than 230
objections were made and
Waverley agreed to shelve
the scheme to allow resi-
dents to come up with an al-
ternative.

Haslemere Vision, which
is drawing up a neighbour-
hood plan, proposed ‘Wow
Hill’, a piazza-style devel-
opment with shops, residen-
tial and parking.

Waverley’s economic de-
velopment portfolio holder
Jim Edwards, disagreed the
land swop was a non-starter
and told the committee Nat-
ural England agreed it was a
suitable equivalent.

Mr Edwards said: “The
area designated common

land has been used for free
parking for several decades.

“It is no longer of any
ecological value or use as
common land.

“The surface needs con-
stant repairs. We need to
regularise it and identify an-
other area. If de-registraion
is not pursued it will be in
an even worse situation. It
may take several years for
an alternative development
to evolve.”

Leader Julia Potts said:
“We’ve got to do something. 

“We are six years down
the line and no further for-
ward. Businesses in Wey
Hill are suffering because
there is nowhere to park. 

“There may be other aspi-
rations but de-registration is
a sensible first step.”

RESIDENTS face a council tax ‘hit’
of around £102 after Surrey County
Council, its police force and crime
commissioner and Waverley Borough
Council got agreement this week to in-
crease their share of the precept by the
maximum allowed.

On Tuesday, the county voted for a
5.9 per cent hike at its meeting to plug
a £39 million budget deficit, while Wa-
verley, which faces a £8million short-
fall, agreed a 2.9 per cent rise.

The day before, Surrey PCC David
Munro announced a proposed 5.3 per
cent rise in the police share was ap-
proved, adding another £12 to last
year’s band D settlement.

Last month, Haslemere Town Coun-
cil approved a 17 per cent rise, equiv-
alent to a £5.84 increase per annum for
band D.

‘Squeezed’ councils said they were
left with no choice, following cuts in
central government funding. Both Sur-
rey and Waverley have called for their
MPs to take up the cudgels on their be-
half and force an urgent rethink.

Surrey will cut £25million in serv-
ices supporting children, schools and
families in a bid to save £66.5million,
a move condemned by opposition par-
ties as a ‘poor outcome’ for residents
facing ‘unaffordable’ rises.

Waverley is continuing to fund the
voluntary sector despite its 2.9 per cent
rise, which was backed by the execu-
tive committee this week – and is due
to be approved by full council on
Tuesday, February 20. 

Ged Hall, Waverley’s portfolio
holder for finance, told members serv-
ice level agreements worth £687,105
would be made to voluntary organisa-
tions, including  day centres, Waverley
Citizens’ Advice and the Hoppa com-
munity transport service.

Borough leader Julia Potts said:
“Waverley was in a difficult place last
year and we had to make parking
charges that were not popular, but we
had to do it. It’s really encouraging we
have now been able to commit a signif-
icant amount for voluntary groups and
are not increasing car park charges.”

Waverley’s housing portfolio holder
Carole King was thankful it had
proved possible to minimise the im-
pact of Surrey cuts of £176,000 in
grant funding to the sheltered housing.

“I know we will be able to continue
managing them for the foreseeable fu-
ture,” she said. “Long may that last.”

But the knock-on effects of Surrey’s
cuts on Waverley continue down the
chain, with cuts impacting on Hasle-
mere Town Council. 

The borough council’s decision to
shut the town toilets, left the latter with
‘no choice’ but to take them over, and
is one of the main causes of the town
council’s 17 per cent tax hike.

PCC David Munro said: “In an eco-
nomic climate where everyone’s budg-
ets are tight, asking the public to pay
more money for their police service is
not a responsibility I take lightly. 

“However, I must balance the tax
burden on the county’s residents with
ensuring Surrey Police have sufficient
funding and resources to sustain our
policing service and keep us all safe.”

&&&&&&&&&& See inside
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Tax bill up £102

Pay and display’s on way

But WBC has to accept more homes

We love our post office

Left to right: Chantelle
Tilson, Kieran Tilson,

Parish Council Leader
Sylvia McCallum, Peter

Tilson and Carolyn
Tilson at the opening of

the new Camesldale
Post Office at Arnolds

Garage (HD07-17-18)

A COLLISION between two vehicles on the old A3,
near Liphook, last Wednesday, left two people seriously
injured. Emergency services were called to the scene
near The Black Fox Inn at 10.50am, on January 31.

The head-on crash involved a Honda CRV travelling
north and a Ford Ranger pick-up travelling south on
the B2070 Old Portsmouth Road. 

Both drivers had to be cut free from their vehicles by
firefighters with the 64-year-old male driver of the
pick-up, from Hambledon, being flown to South Gen-
eral Hospital by air ambulance with suspected life-
threatening injuries.

The Honda driver, a 34-year-old woman from
Liphook, suffered multiple injuries and was taken by
ambulance also to Southampton General Hospital.

The B2070 was closed for more than six hours while
the incident was being dealt with. Call Sussex Police on
101 if you saw either vehicle shortly before the crash.
�RAIL misery is set to continue after with a further
four days of industrial action from February 16-19. 

Members of the Rail, Maritime and Transport union
will refuse to work any rest days in the ongoing dispute
with SWR over guards and driver-only operated trains.

Driver airlifted to hospital
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DISCOVER

* Credit subject to status and affordability. Terms & Conditions Apply. Offer applies to a
maximum of 4 appliances bought with every kitchen.

optiplankitchens.co.uk 01252 345 588

BUY NOW
PAY 2019

WITH ONLY
10% DEPOSIT NEEDED

25% OFF ON ALL FURNITURE

HALF PRICE AEG APPLIANCES

£300 WORTH OF VOUCHERS
WITH EVERY KITCHEN
(FOR M&S OR JOHN LEWIS OR CURRY’S / PC WORLD)

Visit our showroom to ask about our
made to measure sliding wardrobes &

bedroom furniture ranges

at

Personal
Announcements

Births
DENNES. Sebastian Oscar 
Dennes and Freya Amelia 
Dennes born to Nicola Dennes 
on the 5th January 2018

Deaths
CONROY, Margaret. Passed 
away peacefully on 13th 
January 2018 aged 69 years. 
Much loved, she will be sadly 
missed by all her family and 
friends. Funeral service 
to take place at Aldershot 
Crematorium on Thursday 
22nd February 2018 at 
10.45am. Family flowers only; 
donations if desired to Cancer 
Research UK and/or Birdworld. 
All enquiries to: Farnham 
Funeral Service. Tel. 01252 
711444
COOPER, Gerald Alden of 
Farnham, Surrey, passed 
away on 26th January at home 
aged 93. Dearly loved husband 
of Audrie, beloved father of 
Nicola, Sandra and David 
and grandfather and great 
grandfather “Pops”. Service 
to be held on 15th February 
at The Park Crematorium 
Aldershot at 3.00pm. Family 
flowers only. Donations, if 
desired, to The Alzheimer’s 
Society, a charity Gerald 
supported c/o Thorne Leggett, 
8-10 The Street, Wrecclesham, 
Farnham GU10 4PR

Continued on page 2

?Do you know that 
your Personal 

Announcement will 
also appear on the 

web site:
myfamilyannounce 

ments.co.uk/theherald,   
free of charge.

This means that 
all your family and 

friends will be able to 
access and interact 
with your message.

DUCKWORTH, John, on 
24th January aged 82. Much 
loved husband of Sheila, 
father of Nicholas, Dominic 
and Philippa and grandfather 
of Emily, Ailsa, Mathilda and 
Thomas. Memorial service 
on Tuesday 20th February at 
St Lawrence Church, Alton at 
11.30 am. Family flowers only 
but in his memory donations to 
Parkinson’s UK may be sent 
c/o Kemp & Stevens, 93 High 
St, Alton, Hants, GU34 1LG
FLEETWOOD, Alan, on 30th 
January 2018 at St Michael’s 
Hospice, aged 57. Beloved 
husband, father, son, brother 
and friend. Funeral on Friday, 
23rd February at Basingstoke 
Crematorium at 2.00pm.No 
flowers please, but donations 
if desired to St Michael’s 
Hospice c/o Charles Read & 
Daughter, 11-13 Turk Street, 
Alton, Hampshire, GU34 1AG. 
Tel: 01420 83551

Passed away 
peacefully on 
29th January, 

aged 86 years. 
Sadly missed by her 
family and friends. 

Funeral on Wednesday, 
14th February at Ropley 

Village Hall, Ropley 
at 11.00am.

Cousens
Joan

Cox
Joyce Edith

Formerly of 
Dockenfield, passed 
away peacefully with 
her family by her side 
on 28th January 2018 

aged 94 years. 
Beloved wife of the late 

Peter, loving mum to 
Linda and son-in-law 
Robert, and a much 
loved Nan to Ali and 

partner Si. 
Funeral service at  

The Church of St Mary 
the Virgin, Frensham 

on Friday, 16th February 
at 1.00pm. followed by 

interment. 
Flowers welcome,  

but donations if desired 
to the Devon Air 

Ambulance Trust and 
R.N.L.I. at the service 
or c/o Layzell Funeral 

Services, The Old 
Court, Dowell Street, 

Honiton, Devon,  
EX14 1LZ.

ANNOUNCEMENTS of 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, 
IN MEMORIAMS, etc. will 
normally be inserted in the 
next issue if received at 
114 West Street, Farnham, 
and paid for by 11 am on 
WEDNESDAY. DEATH 
notices must reach us by 
WEDNESDAY 11 am for 
insertion same week.
The charge is £17.85 for 
the first three lines and 
then extra words are 
charged at 96p per word. 
A line  is taken to be four 
words. (Heading lines 
above Engagement and 
Forthcoming Wedding 
notices count as four 
words). 
The name and permanent 
address of the sender 
and remittance must 
accompany all requests to 
insert notices.
Above prices inclusive of 
VAT.

Solid Oak, Pine & Painted Furniture Specialists   
Bespoke Sizes,  Colours, and Finishes Available

4  Swan Street   Petersfield   GU32 3AD    01730 233167    office@roosthomeinteriors.co.uk

www.roosthomeinteriors.co.uk


