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Dear Sir 
 
I am writing to you as a first stage of your written complaints procedure as at 27th March 2016. 
 
My complaint covers a series of different departments in your organisation and is somewhat 
complex in as much as some Members and senior council officers are involved and therefore not 
suitable to conduct any investigations against themselves, offer any unbiased arguments or 
determine whether or not my complaint is justified. 
 
My complaint is about the conduct of the Members of the Executive and the Audit Committee 
and some senior officers in connection with the fraud perpetrated against the Council in April 
2014 when over £200,000 worth of false invoices were approved and paid into a fraudulent 
bank account. I contend that the approval of the false invoices and the transfer of monies to the 
fraudulent bank account was maladministration and the subsequent cover up of this financial 
mismanagement was a deliberate concealment from the public by the Executive, supported by 
senior officers, for the sole purpose of misleading the public about the Council’s financial 
acumen in the upcoming, 7th May 2015, local elections. 
 
Some of the 19 Members of the Executive and Audit Committee at the time of the fraud plus the 
current Chairman of the Audit Committee have continuously, when asked about the fraud since 
it was publicly revealed in October 2015 by a whistleblower, refused to answer questions about 
the fraud on the grounds of an ongoing police investigation. This is absolute nonsense as the 
fraud had already been exposed by the whistleblower. There are many other misdemeanours 



that have occurred during or since the cover up which I shall refer to as peripheral 
maladministration but still need to be investigated.  
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My first complaint is that the following Councillors, by agreeing to cover up the fraud, have 
brought their office into disrepute by ignoring the 6 main Nolan Principles of good governance. 
 
 Members of the Executive:                                   
  
 Brian Adams                                    
 Carole King  
 Robert Knowles  
 Tom Martin   
 Julia Potts  
 Stefan Reynolds   
 Simon Thornton   
 Mike Band  
  
 Audit Committee Members  
  
 Stephen Hill   
 Peter Isherwood  
 Jennifer O’Grady  
 Wyatt Ramsdale  
 Stewart Stennett  
 Jenny Else  
 Jim Edwards – Chairman of current Audit Committee  
 
4 Councillors have been removed from the official list indicated in the minutes of the Audit 
Committee meeting dated 17th November 2015 because they were not re-elected as Councillors 
on 7th May 2015. The 4 omitted are: 
  
 Donal O’Neil 
 Adam Taylor-Smith 
 Keith Webster 
 Richard Gates 
 
I am aware that maybe not all of the above Councillors agreed with the Executive when it 
decided not to inform the local taxpayers of their maladministration and the subsequent fraud 
that took place as they unfortunately had no opportunity to debate the matter in a properly 
constituted meeting, which in my opinion is not democratic. They should however have spoken 
out in public, as did the whistleblower, if they did not agree with the decision. The culpability of 
any or all of the above can only be decided when you have conducted proper interviews with 
these Councillors. 



 
It may be that the 4 Councillors who did not stand for re-election did not do so because they did 
not agree with the decision to cover up the fraud. 
 
The following Councillors are guilty of publicly supporting the cover up: 
  
 Robert Knowles  
 Julia Potts  
 Mike Band 
 Jim Edwards 
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It is obvious from their verbal protection in covering up the fraud that these 4 Members are 
culpable at the highest level and in my opinion they should resign not only from the Executive 
but also as Councillors or be excluded by you for breaking the 6 Nolan Principles. 
 
My second complaint is that the following officers were complicit in the cover up and were 
therefore negligent in their duties by concealing a major incident from the public which 
amounts to maladministration. 
 
Graham Clark, in presenting accounts which did not represent a true picture of financial 
matters during year 1st April 2014 to 31st March 2015; the other 2 Directors, Paul Wenham and 
Damian Roberts for signing off these accounts. Robin Taylor, Head of Policy and Governance, 
and Daniel Bainbridge, Borough Solicitor, as they have known of the fraud since at least 
October 2015, as did the public, and have not attempted to stop the continuous corruption. 
 
My 3rd complaint is that I consider that the decision made on an ad hoc basis by the Executive 
was illegal because they cannot make a delegated decision on matters outside of the budget and 
policy framework of the Council. 
 
I do not think it is appropriate for any of the Members or officers mentioned above to be 
involved in the decision making of whether my complaints are justified and as there is no Chief 
Executive or Executive Director qualified to adjudicate I will accept you as adjudicator with the 
built in safeguard that it will not affect any rights as defined by the Department of 
Communities and Local Government. I do not wish for Sue Petzold to be the investigator as she 
has proved not to be impartial. 
 
I think I have given you sufficient information to start your investigations if however you wish 
me to enlarge on my allegations or you wish to deny or refute any points that I have raised 
please contact me as soon as possible 
 
 

Yours Faithfully 
 
 



 
B F A Egan 


